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Indies, wherefore I started immediately in a brig, reached it
in two days, and in a short time the ship was got ready, and
we set sail. Having sailed for fourteen days with a prosper-
ous wind, we saw a great quantity of sea birds, from which,
much to our joy, we judged that we were near land, and
often in the night certain fishes of about &palm in length
flew on board, which had what were almost the same as
wings like those of birds. Already the skilful pilot had
begun to take the sun's altitude, which altitude is taken at
noon, in the open day, but at night observations were taken
by the north [star] which we then had already very low; and
after two days sailing in this way, on a Sunday morning at
about sun-rise we saw land. The captain of the ship told me
that this was the first island that the invincible Christopher
Columbus saw in his second voyage, when he departed from
Spain to go to the Spanish island i1 and after having sailed
with his caravels some twenty-four or twenty-five days
since he left the Canary islands, without ever seeing land,
though very desirous of seeing it, when he did discover it he
named it la Deseada.
There are many islands, but the largest is called by the
Spaniards Guadalupe. They are mostly inhabited, and full of
Indian Caribbees, who eat each other, or rather I should say,
eat their enemies. We descried a boat of Indian fishermen,
who on seeing us,made their escape; we continued our voyage,
inclining towards the left, in the direction of the equinoctial
line, where, in the course of eight days, we saw some other
islands. Thus we reached Cubagua> where I met with the
governor, Geronymo de Ortal. At his urgent request I re-
mained with him, for he offered me many inducements,
as such governors usually do ; telling me that he wished
shortly to get ready, with a large number of Spaniards, to
1 Isola Spagnuola, contracted into Hispaniola; but Benzoni is very
careless in his orthography, and therefore his names of places are given
in Italics. (Trans.)